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programs have been extremely well-received (Kidney calendar year 1998, the acceptance rate of original manu-
scripts was 33%. The turnaround time in calendar daysInternational 54:1017–1021, 1998).
between initial receipt of a manuscript and the date ofThe ISN also funds active Commissions: the Commis-
the first decision was about 40 to 45 days. The timesion on Acute Renal Failure chaired by Dr. Norbert
between acceptance and publication of an original manu-Lameire, the Informatics Commission chaired by Dr. Kim
script was 4.7 months. Efforts are being made to shortenSolez, the History of Nephrology Commission chaired
these intervals.by Dr. Leon Fine, and the Clinical Trials Commission
The Editor and the Associate Editors of Kidney Inter-chaired by Dr. Shaul Massry. These commissions direct
national welcome suggestions of the readership regard-the Society’s activities in specific areas that deserve spe-
ing the journal.cial attention.
At the Society’s XVth International Congress in Bue-
Saulo Klahrnos Aires, Argentina, the ISN spent $120,000 to fund
travel scholarships for younger physicians and trainees.
This program included a one-week training course at
different nephrology centers in Argentina and Brazil.
The fellows also attended the Congress and interacted Membership
actively with the speakers and scientists.
Any member of a national society of nephrology isContinuing medical education programs partially
eligible for proposal to membership in the Internationalfunded by the ISN include a 1998 Congress of Nephrol-
Society of Nephrology and receipt of the Society’s officialogy in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and a Feb-
Journal, Kidney International. A subscription to Kidneyruary 1999 Johannesburg, South Africa Congress of Ne-
International (including all Supplements) for calendarphrology.
year 2000 is included in the annual year 2000 dues ofThe ISN supports two “Forefronts in Nephrology”
US $150.00. Potential members can secure applicationsymposia in non-Congress years and one Forefront in
forms for membership by writing directly to Dr. Williamyears in which there is a Congress. For each Forefront
E. Mitch, Treasurer, International Society of Nephrology,meeting, the Society provides $50,000, and designates
Emory University, Renal Division, WMB Room 338,40% for travel scholarships for young physicians and
1639 Pierce Drive, Atlanta, GA 30322, USA. (Checksscientists.
must be made payable to the International Society ofThis brief summary highlights the major activities of
Nephrology. Checks from outside the USA must be paidour Society. The ISN is devoting substantial resources
through any United States bank.)to improve the transfer of knowledge, to improve the
training of the next generation of nephrologists and to ISN World Wide Web Page
improve care of the patient with kidney disease. It is a
The ISN Home Page on the World Wide Web (http://great privilege to work with you to achieve these goals
www.isn-online.org) describes ISN programs, lists offi-and I hope you will contact me with ideas and suggestions
cers, councilors and members of the Commission forfor improving our Society.
Developing Countries, and supplies general information
regarding ISN membership and subscription to KidneyWilliam E. Mitch
International.
Guidelines for sponsorship of symposia, postgraduateREPORT FROM THE EDITOR
courses, or workshops by the InternationalIn 1998, a total of 1148 manuscripts were submitted
Society of Nephrologyto the Editorial Office of Kidney International in St.
Louis. Of this number, 1019 manuscripts were original The International Society of Nephrology (ISN) en-
courages the organizers of scientific symposia, postgrad-submissions by authors and 129 were solicited papers by
the Editors (editorials, reviews, Nephrology Forum). Of uate courses, or workshops to apply to the Society for
sponsorship. ISN sponsorship will provide: (1) use of thethe original manuscripts received, 619 (61%) were con-
sidered basic research and 400 (39%) were considered Society’s name as a sponsor or co-sponsor; (2) announce-
ment of the meeting in Kidney International, contingentclinical studies.
The distribution of manuscripts received in 1998 was upon the receipt of written information in the Editorial
office at least 6 months in advance of the meeting; (3)as follows: Europe (42%), North America (USA and Can-
ada, 36%), Asian Pacific (19%), Latin America (2%), the possibility of partial financial support. Applications
must include the following information: (1) the topic,and Africa (1%).
The acceptance rate of submitted articles has been purpose, location and date(s) of the meeting; (2) the
names and titles of the members of the scientific organiz-steady over the years, between 32% and 40%. For the
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ing committee; (3) a list of all co-sponsoring institutions, MEETINGS
if any, and sources of financial support; (4) the total The 33rd Annual Conference of the Urological Society
revenue and expense budget for the proposed meeting, of India will be held January 20–23, 2000 in Hyderabad,
by major category; (5) the names and institutions of India. For information, contact: Dr. B.V. Rama Raju,
origin of all invited speakers, and their topics; (6) a state- Organizing Secretary, Department of Urology, Kami-
ment as to whether manuscripts will be solicited from neni Hospitals, L.B. Nagar, Hyderabad – 500 068, In-
invited speakers, or free communications sought from dia. Telephone 191-40-4024694; FAX: 191-40-4022277;
others; (7) an expression of willingness to include the E-mail: usicon2000@hotmail.com; Website: www.usicon
following acknowledgment on all publications: “. . . was 2000.com
held under the auspices of the International Society of The 4th Hyonam Kidney Laboratory, Soon Chun Hyang
Nephrology.” University International Symposium, “Diabetic Kidney
These guidelines do not apply to satellite symposia Disease Research: Where Do We Stand at the Turn of
to be held in close proximity to a biennial Congress. the Century?” will be held under the auspices of the
Furthermore, the ISN will not sponsor or co-sponsor any International Society of Nephrology February 11–13,
regularly scheduled or routine international, national, or 2000 in Seoul, Korea. Topics to be discussed include:
regional meeting, nor will it co-sponsor postgraduate direct and indirect effects of high glucose; cell signaling;
courses with other international societies or groups. cell cycle and apoptosis; extracellular matrix matabolism;
Applications for sponsorship must be submitted di- and cytokines and growth factors. For further informa-
rectly to Thomas E. Andreoli, M.D., Department of In- tion, contact: Professor Hi Bahl Lee, Hyonam Kidney
ternal Medicine, Slot 640, Little Rock, Arkansas 72205, Laboratory, Soon Chun Hyang University, 657 Hannam-
USA. Email: AndreoliThomasE@exchange.UAMS.edu dong, Yongsan-ku, Seoul 140-743, Korea. Telephone: 82-
2-709-9171; FAX: 82-2-792-5812; E-mail: hblee@korea.com
ISN Archives Urolithiasis; the IXth International Symposium on Uro-
Dr. Leon Fine is maintaining the Archives of the Inter- lithiasis Research will be held February 13–17, 2000 in Cape
national Society of Nephrology, which consist of photo- Town, South Africa. The program will include sessions on
graphs, announcements, activities, and names of Council lithotripsy, endourology, metabolic evaluation, medical
Members and Officers of the Society. Relevant informa- therapies, epidemiology, economics of stone disease, role
tion, documents, or photographs that are pertinent to of diet and other nutritional factors, biochemical risk
the development and evolution of the ISN are assembled factors, physical chemistry, crystallization modulators,
in the Archives. crystal-cell interaction, transport physiology, and urolithi-
Members of the ISN or other readers of Kidney Inter- asis in animals. Pre- and post-conference tours including a
national having such material are requested to forward game reserve safari are planned. For further information,
it to Dr. Fine at the following address: Professor Leon contact: Professor Allen Rodgers, Symposium Chairman,
G. Fine, Department of Medicine, Royal Free and Uni- Chemistry Department, University of Cape Town, Cape
versity College Medical School, 5 University Street, Lon- Town, South Africa 7701. Telephone: 27 21 6502572; FAX:
don WC1E 6JJ, United Kingdom. 27 21 6867647; E-mail: allenr@psipsy.uct.ac.za
The Twelfth Meeting of the European Renal Cell Study
National Societies Group (ERCSG) will be held March 16–19, 2000 aboard
the MS Queen of Holland. There will be a maximum ofThe Secretary General of the International Society of
Nephrology is endeavoring to bring the Society’s list of 100 attendees. For further information, contact: Prof. Dr.
J.J. Weening. FAX: 31 20 696 0389; E-mail: j.j.weeningnational societies up-to-date. Many such national socie-
ties are not affiliated with the ISN or their affiliation has @amc.uva.nl
The Fourth European Peritoneal Dialysis Meeting willlapsed. To retain their affiliated status and to vote at
the General Assembly, a list of individual members is be held April 15–18, 2000 in Madrid, Spain. The scientific
program will consist of state-of-the-art lectures (sympo-required to be sent annually. Secretaries of national soci-
eties therefore are asked to provide the Secretary Gen- sia), clinical practice sessions, free communications,
poster presentations, and an industry exhibition. A majoreral with the address to which correspondence should
be sent, together with a list of their officers and individual problem of patients on long-term peritoneal dialysis, the
high incidence of cardiovascular related morbidity, willmembers, and a formal application for affiliation where
this has lapsed. Please send these to Rashad Barsoum, be a principal focus of the meeting. The deadline for
abstracts is November 5, 1999. For further informationM.D., ISN Office, The Cairo Kidney Center, P.O. Box 91
Bab-El-Louk, Cairo 11S13, Egypt. E-mail: isn@rusys.eg.net and an abstract form, contact: Dr. A. Jo¨rres, Chairman,
